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THE DESIGNER'S CRIME &3

"There are professions more harmful than
industrial design, but only a very few of them."

INDUSTRIAL SINS

« Advertising design, focused on
persuadi (f people to buy things they

don't nee

Industrial design runs a close second,

concoctin tqwdry idiocies".

Industrial design, operating on a mass

production basis, has "put murder on a

mass produchon basis," with unsafe

automobiles killing or maiming nearly one

million people worldwide each year.

+ Designers pollute the environment and
create permanent garbage that clutters
the landscape.

THE REAL JOB: Industrial design is only
associated with production on(?
manufacturing facilities, suggesting a focus
on profit rather than human needs. If design
is a problem-solving activity, the demgner
abdicates res onS|g|I|ty by acting as a "pimp
for the sales department"”.
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OUR KLEENEX CULTURE

"You have to make up your mind either to make
sense or to make money, if you want to be a
designer." — R. Buckminster Fuller

We live in a "Kleenex Culture” where everything,
from automobiles to consumer goods, is
considered a "throw-away item’. People are
persuaded into throwing away their cars every
three years and their clothes twice yearly.

Three Types of Obsolescence:

1. TECHNOLOGICAL: A better or more
elegant way of doing things is discovered.

2. MAQFERIAL The product wears out.

3. ARTIFICAL: The materials are substandard
or components are not replaceable/
repairable, wearing out in a predictable time
frame.

Since World War Il, our major commitment has
been to stylistic and artificial obsolescence (the
death-rating of a product).
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DESIGN FOR GLOBAL NEEDS *%/

Find bold, practical solutions to the problems of
industrial cﬁasugn and solve the urgent problems
threatening mankind. Design must be relevant
to the neegs of people in the world today

SOME CASE STUDIES

+ 9¢ Radio Receiver: Made of a used juice
can, paraffin wax, and a wick as a power
source; manufacturing costs of 9 cents.
Fundamental communications device for
non-literate / low income areas of the world.

+ Low-cost TV Set (Project UJAMAH): Final
concept can be made for considerably less
than $9. Used ABS Resin. Labor,
manufacturing, and material cost the
Japanese manufacturer less than $18 fora
similar market-competitive set. Educational
television for Africa, devoted primarily to
educational needs.

» Canes for the Blind: Hand-aligned fiber
optics; glow in the dark; provide a more
sensitive tactile feedback. Addressing needs
of the disabled, & elderly who are often
neglected by designers



